
 

Formatting Citations in SAE Technical Papers 

 

SAE’s publications team is committed to listening to and acting upon the concerns of our 
contributors. Over the past few years, we’ve received feedback from technical paper authors 
who have expressed a need and desire of being cited in recognized impactful journals– this has 
led to SAE’s publication of scholarly journals. One important aspect of our journals’ evaluation 
for indexing and impact factor is to have proper and consistent citations. We continue to 
improve the consistency and proper citation of SAE publications, and we provide author tools for 
ease of downloading these citations for inclusion in future works. 

Below are examples of references to illustrate the proper presentation of references for a variety 
of sources. Please include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for all online references—they will 
enable readers of online publications to locate reference material efficiently. To find the DOI 
associated with a reference, use the free search feature at http://www.crossref.org/guestquery/. 
All SAE published papers are assigned a DOI (doi:10.4271/20xx-01-xxxx). 

Properly formatted citations for SAE Technical papers can be found and copied from the 
SAE website at www.sae.org. Enter the paper number in the Search field to locate the 
paper, then click on title to be directed to the page with the citation. 

 

Reference formatting samples 

Reference type Sample 

SAE Technical Paper 
Otsuki, S., Oie, T., and Ishida, K., “Hydrocarbons Speciation of Automotive 
Emissions Using High Speed Gas Chromatography,” SAE Technical Paper 
950513, 1995, doi:10.4271/950513. 

Non-SAE Conference 
paper with no paper 
number or DOI 

Saha, P., Pan, J., and Veen, J., “Thoughts Behind Developing a Small 
Reverberation Room-Based Sound Absorption Test Method for the 
Automotive Industry,” presented at NOISE-CON 2008, USA, July 28-31, 
2008. 

SAE Journal article 
with DOI 

Antanaitis, D., Monsere, P., and Riefe, M., “Brake System and Subsystem 
Design Considerations for Race Track and High Energy Usage Based on 
Fade Limits,” SAE Int. J. Passeng. Cars - Mech. Sys. 1(1):689-708, 2008, 
doi:10.4271/2008-01-0817. 

Non-SAE Journal 
article with DOI 

Miles, P., Collin, R., Hildingsson, L., Hultqvist, A. et al., “Combined 
Measurements of Flow Structure, Partially Oxidized Fuel, and Soot in a 
High-Speed, Direct-Injection Diesel Engine,” Proceedings of the Combustion 
Institute 31(2):2963-2970, 2007, doi:10.1016/j.proci.2006.07.231. 

Presentation 

Alger, T., “SwRI’s HEDGE™ Concept – High-Efficiency Dilute Gasoline 
Engines for Automotive, Medium Duty, and Off-Road Applications,” Panel 
Presentation at SAE International 2009 Powertrains, Fuels, and Lubricants 
Meeting, Nov. 2009. 

Magazine articles 
Veen, J., Pan, J., and Saha, P., “Standardized Test Procedures for Small 
Reverberation Room,” Sound and Vibration: 18-20, Dec. 2005. 

Standards 
SAE International Surface Vehicle Recommended Practice, “Laboratory 
Measurement of the Composite Vibration Damping Properties of Material on 
a Supporting Steel Bar,” SAE Standard J1637, Rev. Aug. 2007. 



Reference formatting samples 

Reference type Sample 

Book 
Richards, P., “Automotive Fuels Reference Book, Third Edition,” 
(Warrendale, SAE International, 2014), 69-73, doi:10.4271/R-297. 

NOTE: If no doi is available insert ISBN number in its place. 

Personal 
communication 

Smith, R., General Motors Corporation, personal communication, Feb. 2007.

Patent 
Wilkinson, J., “Nonlinear Resonant Circuit Devices,” U.S. Patent 3,624,124, 
July 16, 1990. 

Internet reference 
SAE International, “UNS on the Web; Metals and Alloys in the Unified 
Numbering System,” http://www.sae.org/uns, accessed Aug. 2009. 

Thesis/Dissertation 
Mathuria, P., “Transfer Path Analysis of Diesel Engine Noise Using 
Statistical Energy Analysis,” Ph.D. thesis, Mechanical Engineering 
Department, Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, 2000. 

Software 
The Interactive Tester (Version 4.0), Computer Software, Psytek Services, 
Westminster, CA, 1993. 

CD-ROM 

Acoustics Testing Laboratory of the NASA Glenn Research Center 
(Distributor), Auditory Demonstrations II: Challenges in Speech 
Communication and Music Listening, CD-ROM available from the NASA 
Glenn Research Center Acoustical Testing Laboratory 04 from 
http://acousticaltest.grc.nasa.gov, Dec. 2003. 

Video 
SAE International, “How Does SAE World Congress Enable Industry 
Networking and Relationship-Building?,” SAE Video 10943, accessed Nov. 
11, 2011. 
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